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NORMAL [SOCIAL]NORMAL [SOCIAL]

● Ridicule/ReviledRidicule/Reviled
● DisapprovalDisapproval
● HarassmentHarassment
● Mockery/JeersMockery/Jeers
● Slander/MalignedSlander/Maligned
● Pressure to conformPressure to conform
● ShunningShunning
● BullyingBullying
● MistreatmentMistreatment
● LabelingLabeling
● Loss of friendsLoss of friends
● IgnoredIgnored
● Hatred/HostilityHatred/Hostility
● PrejudicePrejudice
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● KidnappingKidnapping

● Forced labour/SlaveryForced labour/Slavery
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dismembermentdismemberment
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● MurderMurder

● ExecutionExecution

● Holocaust/GenocideHolocaust/Genocide
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2015 World Watch List Trends

● The most rapidly growing area of persecution in the WWL is in the countries of 
Africa, especially in Sub-Saharan Africa.

● Worldwide levels of persecution have risen, but this has not been primarily due 
to increased violence, but increased cultural marginalization.

● Asia is facing more persecution again- several Asian countries have seen 
rising levels of persecution.

● Latin America is back on the radar- Mexico is on the World Watch List this 
year, along with Colombia.

● Islamic extremism is by far the most significant persecution engine- 40 of the 
50 countries on the World Watch List are affected by this kind of persecution.

● Under the influence of ISIS, radical sentiments have increased in the Middle 
East. Many historically Christian communities have been forced to flee.
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Operation World (OW) 

● Widely regarded as the 
definitive volume of prayer 
information about the world 
and is the recipient of the 
ECPA Gold Medallion Award 
for Excellence in Evangelical 
Christian Literature.
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● If you are a House church Christian in North 

Korea. North Korea does not allow anyone to 
gather to worship any God other than Kim Il Sung 
and his family, and the apparatus of the state will 
stop at nothing to root out secret Christians.

If you are a Muslim Background Believer, 
particularly in Islamic states. Muslim states forbid 
conversion away from Islam, and often families will 
take violent action against their own kin even when 
local laws are more liberal.

If you are a Christian who evangelises in Muslim 
dominated areas. Even if you are living in a 
Christian majority country, there are areas that are 
predominantly Muslim, such as Nigeria, Kenya and 
Tanzania. Evangelists are not welcome in these 
areas with the good news, and often face violence as 
a consequence of speaking the Gospel. 
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● If you are a Hindu Background Believer in the more 
lawless states or Hindurun states of India. Evangelists can 
be very badly beaten for their witness, and often run the 
gauntlet as at least seven states in India have anti-conversion 
laws, and Hindu mobs are well organised in many more.

If you are a Christian from a historic tradition in the Middle 
Eastern states affected by the Arab Spring. The headlines 
often get dominated by the plight of Muslim Background 
Believers, but even in the Middle East – ironically the cradle of 
Christianity – Christian background believers (belonging to 
mainly Orthodox and Catholic churches) are under great 
pressure. 

f you are a believer who has left the Orthodox Church in 
Ethiopia. Historically many Christians have been persecuted by 
other Christians, and an on-going example of this is in Ethiopia, 
#15 on the WWL. This country boasts an ancient Orthodox 
church, but there is much about this church that is lifeless and 
dead, and some Christians have left it to find a more vibrant 
Christian life, often in more independent, Pentecostal churches. 
This has aroused the ire of the Orthodox Church leaders, who do 
all they can to pressure the church leavers to return. 
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TOUGH ISSUES
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WWL INTRO
[~2 minutes]
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IRAQ STORY
[~3 minutes]
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NORTH KOREA STORY
[~6 minutes]
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NIGERIA STORY
[~3.5 minutes]
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Open Doors International (ODI)

● The world's largest outreach to 
persecuted Christians in the 
most high-risk places

● Founded in 1955 by Andrew 
van der Bijl, a Dutchman more 
widely known as “Brother 
Andrew”, when he decided to 
smuggle Bibles to Christians he 
felt were being discriminated 
against in the then-Communist 
Poland
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The Voice of the Martyrs (VOM) 
● Non-profit, inter-

denominational Christian 
organization dedicated to 
assisting our persecuted 
family worldwide

● Founded in 1967 by Pastor 
Richard Wurmbrand, who 
was imprisoned 14 years in 
Communist Romania for his 
faith in Christ
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International Christian Concern (ICC) 
● Non-denominational, non-

governmental, Christian 
watchdog group, located in 
Washington, DC

● Exists to relieve the suffering of 
the worldwide persecuted church 
and help it grow in strength and 
breadth by providing effective 
assistance, advocacy and 
awareness

● Founded in 1995
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International Christian Response 

(ICR)
● Works with persecuted 

Christians throughout the world. 
We exist to provide spiritual and 
material assistance for persons 
who are persecuted as a result 
of their Christian beliefs. We 
support evangelism and church 
planting in countries that restrict 
opportunities for citizens to 
engage in corporate worship or 
other religious activities. 
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Release International (RO)

● An international organization 
for monitoring and reporting 
persecution of Christians 
around the world and helping 
the victims of that 
persecution
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Christian Solidarity Worldwide 

(CSW) 
● Works in over 20 countries 

across Asia, Africa, the Middle 
East and Latin America, 
defending everyone’s right to 
freedom of religion or belief
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Barnabas Fund (BF)

● An international, 
interdenominational Christian 
aid agency based in 
Southwest England that 
supports Christians who face 
discrimination or persecution 
as a consequence of their faith

● Established in 1993 and 
channels aid to projects run by 
national Christians in more 
than 50 countries
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Christian Freedom International 

(CFI)
● Operates a variety of 

programs that provide relief 
aid to Christians who are 
repressed because of their 
religious beliefs

● Established in 1998
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Religious Liberty Commission 

(RLC)
● Monitors the religious liberty 

situation in more than 100 
nations, defending 
persecuted Christians, 
informing the global church, 
challenging the Church to 
pray and giving all possible 
assistance to those who are 
suffering
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CONCLUSION
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● Pray for God to strengthen the accused and 
their families and for justice to prevail.

● Pray for the ongoing safety of the leaders and 
pastors who risk and suffer persecution to fulfill 
their calling.

● Pray for Christians to continue to practice their 
faith without compromise inspite of the dangers.

● Pray for God to give Christian pastors and their 
families a real sense of His love and 
providence.

● Pray that government policies will be confronted 
by democratic countries that value human 
rights.

● Pray that truth would prevail and that God 
would strengthen those who face trial for their 
faith.

● Pray that God would bring healing to the 
victims of violence and to their families.

● Pray that God would grant Christian families 
peace in their ordeals and wisdom to know how 
best to proceed.

● Pray that God would continue to strengthen the 
church in the midst of difficult circumstances.

● Pray that the kingdom of God would come and 
that His will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

General Prayer Suggestions
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THANKS FOR ATTENDING!


